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Theresa Belland 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents *-J 
P.O. Box 1450 MAR o J 2004 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 Tc . L1 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. It is respectfully requested that 
the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the 
references be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to 
issue therefrom. 



This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three ^ 



months after the U.S. filing date and after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the 
merits, but before the mailing date of a Final Action or Notice of Allowance. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 13-2546 in the amount 
of $180.00 in payment of the fee under 37 C.F.R. §L17(p). Please credit or debit Deposit 
Account No. 13-2546 as needed to ensure consideration of the disclosed information. 

The Examiner's attention is directed to co-pending US Patent Application 
No. 09/827,740, filed April 7, 2001, which is directed to related subject matter. The 
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Application No.; 09/713,598 



identification of this US patent application is not to be construed as a waiver of secrecy as to that 



application now or upon issuance of the present application as a patent. The Examiner is 
respectfully requested to consider the cited application and the art cited therein during 
examination. The references cited in this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement were 
cited by the US Patent Office in the co-pending application. 

By submitting these references, Applicant does not admit that the references are prior art 
to or material to this application, and reserves the right to establish that any reference is not prior 
art. Applicant does not represent that the references have been reviewed in detail; there may be 
details in the references of which Applicant is unaware. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: February 20, 2004 




Registration No. 46,597 

MEDTRONIC, INC. 

710 Medtronic Parkway NE, MS: LC340 

Minneapolis, MN 55432-5604 

Telephone: 763-505-0405 

Facsimile: 763-505-0411 

Customer No.: 27581 
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PTO/SB/08a (06-03) 
Approved for use through 07/3 1/2003. OMB 0651-003 1 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

{use as many sheets as necessary) 



Application Number 



Filing Pate 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Complete if Known 



09/713,598 



November 15, 2000 



Michele Spinelli et al. 



3738 



William H. Matthews 



Sheet | 1 



UT 



Attorney Docket Number 



P-9580.00 US 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


U.S. Patent Document 

Kind Code 2 
Number (if known) 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant Figures Appear 






4,573,448 




Kambin 


03-04-1986 








5,395,317 




Kambin 


03-07-1995 








5,762,629 




Kambin 


06-09-1998 








6 360 750 
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Gerber et al. 


03-26-2002 








6,395,007 


Bl 


Bhatnagaret al. 


05-28-2002 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw Line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of 
this form with next communication to applicant. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 ,97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an 
application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 USC 1 22 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed 
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this 
burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES 
OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



1 Unique citation designation number. 

1 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 



